[DNA heterogeneity in oral cavity and hypopharyngeal carcinoma].
The study was carried out on 18 cases of oral cavity carcinoma and 12 cases of hypopharyngeal carcinoma to assess the degree of intratumoral heterogeneity and the relation to tumor size, lymph metastasis and histological type. In oral cavity carcinoma, 6 cases (33%) were aneuploid, while in hypopharyngeal carcinoma all were aneuploid. DNA heterogeneity was identified in 4 cases (22%) in oral cavity carcinoma, end in 6 cases (50%) of hypopharyngeal carcinoma. No correlation was found between DNA heterogeneity and tumor size, lymph metastasis and histological type. However, even early carcinomas have intratumoral DNA heterogeneity. It was supposed that the result which hypopharyngeal carcinoma had higher degree of aneuploid and DNA heterogeneity comparing with oral cavity carcinoma supported that hypopharyngeal carcinoma had higher clinical malignancy from the aspect of proliferative movement. The data indicate that it is impossible to analyze correct DNA content by only one specimen and it is important to investigate intratumoral DNA heterogeneity to research the mechanism of multiplicity and clinical malignancy of carcinoma.